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REMARKS BY MINISTER OF JUSTICE/ATTORNEY GENERAL DURING THE OPENING OF THE AFRICA FORENSIC SCIENCE ACADEMY INAUGURAL CONFERENCE 2024  
On 25, September, 2024.
KIGALI CONVENTION CENTRE 

Rwandan Government Officials, here present;
President of International Association of Forensic Sciences (IAFS);
President of African Forensic Sciences Academy (AFSA);
Former Presidents of International Association of Forensic Sciences;
Distinguished guests and delegates;
Friends and partners;
It is a great honour to welcome you all to Rwanda, and to the inaugural edition of the African Forensic Science International conference.
Before I proceed, I want to thank the leadership of the AFSA to have selected Rwanda to be the host of AFSA 2024 Conference. The AFSA International Conference is an initiative that gathers hundreds of scientists, forensic professionals and other players from this industry to exchange knowledge in the fields of forensic science, technology and ICT for a competent justice on our continent.
I also want to thank the management of Rwanda Forensic Institute (RFI) and the partners that joined efforts together to organize such a tremendous conference and express my sincere gratitude to all forensic professionals, academicians, heads of forensic offices, prosecutors, lawyers, scientists, investigators, doctors from all over the World who have traveled miles away to Rwanda to attend this conference.
Rwanda has chosen to put justice into primary priorities for its citizens as we have invested in ensuring quality justice service delivery to all the citizens of our country. As a result, many reforms were implemented in the Justice Sector. Among these reforms, Rwanda Forensic Institute which was established with an autonomous status, is allowed to work independently and deliver undisputable services.
Having FRI that supports the justice system with evidences based on science and technology for use in our courts of laws and other justice bodies, is a great achievement to the country. Besides providing relevant scientific evidences, RFI services contribute to reduce the time a case awaits before trial.
Furthermore, RFI is currently contributing not only to justice delivery in Rwanda but also in the region. We are proud that forensic partnerships with international bodies and organizations are growing, and we congratulate once again this scientific and technology based efforts joint for justice improvement on our African Continent. Our country is ready to work, collaborate and therefore support initiatives that bring solutions to the problems faced on African continent. For example: the increasing number of Gender-Based Violence and child abuse crimes.
As Rwanda, we will continue contributing to your initiatives and work with different partners to improve forensic science. The Government is willing to empower its forensic institute to be able to collaborate with other forensic systems. We therefore extend our invitations to more forums, conferences, summits and trainings in our country through RFI. I also call upon different stakeholders, partners globally to join efforts with FRI to advance the forensic practice on our continent. 
All in all, I thank all partners and friends for being part of this first AFSA Conference, with particular recognition of the International Association of Forensic Sciences (IAFS), African Forensic Sciences Academy(AFSA) and the American Academy of Forensic Science (AAFS).
I want to thank all guests who joined us from other countries and wish you a successful conference and an enjoyable stay in Rwanda.
Thank you for your attention and I am looking forward to our interaction shortly.
Let me take his opportunity to declare the AFSA 2024 International Conference officially inaugurated.
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